
Transparency and Accountability 
 

By making full and accurate information about its mission, activities, finance, and governance 
publicly available, a charity encourages transparency and accountability to its constituents. The 
Internal Revenue Code requires a charity to make its Form 1023 exemption application, Form 
990, and Form 990-T, available for public inspection. The Internal Revenue Service encourages 
every charity to adopt and monitor procedures to ensure that its Form 1023, Form 990, Form 
990-T, annual reports, and financial statements, are complete and accurate, are posted on its 
public website, and are made available to the public upon request. Organizations that file Form 
990 will find that Part VI, Section C, Lines 18 and 19, ask whether and how an organization 
makes its Form 1023, Form 990 and Form 990-T, governing documents, conflict of interest 
policy, and financial statements available to the public. 
 
 
[Source:  I.R.S., Governance and Related Topics - 501(c)(3) Organizations 7-8 (2008), 
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-tege/governance_practices.pdf] 
 


