Maryland Household Goods Movers Act

Maryland Commercial Law Code
§ 14-3101. Definitions.

(a) In general.- In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated.
(b) Carrier's lien.- "Carrier's lien" means a lien established under § 7-307 of this article.
(c) Consumer.- "Consumer" has the meaning stated in § 13-101 of this article.

(d) Household goods.- "Household goods" means goods used primarily for personal, family, or
household purposes.

(e) Household goods mover.- "Household goods mover" means a person who provides household
goods moving services.

(f) Household goods moving services.-
(1) "Household goods moving services" means the loading, packing, moving, transporting,
storing while in transit, unloading, or otherwise taking possession or control from a
consumer of household goods for the purpose of moving them to another location at the
direction of the consumer for a fee.

(2) "Household goods moving services" does not include moving household goods for
disposal or destruction.

§ 14-3102. Enforcement of carrier's lien in intrastate move prohibited.

A household goods mover may not enforce or threaten to enforce a carrier's lien against, or refuse
to deliver, a consumer's household goods when providing household goods moving services for an
intrastate move.

§ 14-3103. Violations; penalties.

(a) Violations.- A violation of this subtitle is an unfair or deceptive trade practice within the
meaning of Title 13 of'this article and is subject to the enforcement and penalty provisions contained
in Title 13 of this article.

(b) Penalties.- In addition to being subject to the enforcement and penalty provisions contained in
Title 13 of this article, a household goods mover that violates this subtitle is subject to any other
civil or criminal action provided by law

§ 14-3104. Short title.

This subtitle may be cited as the Maryland Household Goods Movers Act.



Carrier’s Liens
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§ 7-307. Lien of carrier.

(1) A carrier has a lien on the goods covered by a bill of lading for charges subsequent to the date
of'its receipt of the goods for storage or transportation (including demurrage and terminal charges)
and for expenses necessary for preservation of the goods or incident to their transportation or
reasonably incurred in their sale pursuant to law. But against a purchaser for value of a negotiable
bill of lading a carrier's lien is limited to charges stated in the bill or the applicable tariffs, or if no
charges are stated then to a reasonable charge.

(2) A lien for charges and expenses under subsection (1) on goods which the carrier was required
by law to receive for transportation is effective against the consignor or any person entitled to the
goods unless the carrier had notice that the consignor lacked authority to subject the goods to such
charges and expenses. Any other lien under subsection (1) is effective against the consignor and any
person who permitted the bailor to have control or possession of the goods unless the carrier had
notice that the bailor lacked such authority.

(3) A carrier loses his lien on any goods which he voluntarily delivers or which he unjustifiably
refuses to deliver.

§ 7-308. Enforcement of carrier's lien.

(1) Except as provided in § 14-3102 of this article, a carrier's lien may be enforced by public or
private sale of the goods, in bloc or in parcels, at any time or place and on any terms which are
commercially reasonable, after notifying all persons known to claim an interest in the goods. Such
notification must include a statement of the amount due, the nature of the proposed sale and the time
and place of any public sale. The fact that a better price could have been obtained by a sale at a
different time or in a different method from that selected by the carrier is not of itself sufficient to
establish that the sale was not made in a commercially reasonable manner. If the carrier either sells
the goods in the usual manner in any recognized market therefor or if he sells at the price current
in such market at the time of his sale or if he has otherwise sold in conformity with commercially
reasonable practices among dealers in the type of goods sold he has sold in a commercially
reasonable manner. A sale of more goods than apparently necessary to be offered to ensure
satisfaction of the obligation is not commercially reasonable except in cases covered by the
preceding sentence.

(2) Before any sale pursuant to this section any person claiming a right in the goods may pay the
amount necessary to satisfy the lien and the reasonable expenses incurred under this section. In that
event the goods must not be sold, but must be retained by the carrier subject to the terms of the bill
and this title.

(3) The carrier may buy at any public sale pursuant to this section.

(4) A purchaser in good faith of goods sold to enforce a carrier's lien takes the goods free of any



rights of persons against whom the lien was valid, despite noncompliance by the carrier with the
requirements of this section.

(5) The carrier may satisfy his lien from the proceeds of any sale pursuant to this section but must
hold the balance, if any, for delivery on demand to any person to whom he would have been bound
to deliver the goods.

(6) The rights provided by this section shall be in addition to all other rights allowed by law to a
creditor against his debtor.

(7) A carrier's lien may be enforced in accordance with either subsection (1) or the procedure set
forth in subsection (2) of § 7-210.

(8) The carrier is liable for damages caused by failure to comply with the requirements for sale
under this section and in case of willful violation is liable for conversion.

7-309. Duty of care; contractual limitation of carrier's liability.
y ty

(1) A carrier who issues a bill of lading whether negotiable or nonnegotiable must exercise the
degree of care in relation to the goods which a reasonably careful man would exercise under like
circumstances. This subsection does not repeal or change any law or rule of law which imposes
liability upon a common carrier for damages not caused by its negligence.

(2) Damages may be limited by a provision that the carrier's liability shall not exceed a value stated
in the document if the carrier's rates are dependent upon value and the consignor by the carrier's
tariff is afforded an opportunity to declare a higher value or a value as lawfully provided in the tariff,
or where no tariff is filed he is otherwise advised of such opportunity; but no such limitation is
effective with respect to the carrier's liability for conversion to its own use.

(3) Reasonable provisions as to the time and manner of presenting claims and instituting actions
based on the shipment may be included in a bill of lading or tariff.



