December 18, 1974

M. Jobn J. Corbley
Exerutive Director :
Msryland Automeblile Insurance

Fungd B
1200 Sulphur Spring Rosd

Eﬁlii-n“P, Maryland 21227
e RE:  Public Information fct - Articie 765, )
§81-6, Code 1957 ~ Washington Post '
Incuiries

Dgar Mr. Corbley:

You asked about the ““tent or di urge reguired under
the Public Information fct, Article 76f, € } ylvna Code 1957,
with particuler reference t) an inqu ry by shi 536 news-—
paper rpuaruer Spseifically, ithe reporter ssked Jou o UvsfluL a
list of a Iawyer,, doctors and ;napp,xjcnt adjustors used by the
Harsland Fu cmoblle Insurance Fund, plus & 1ist of the Fund's
enployees., Uws reqguest for the nﬂmwb ci all current employees
cavsced- you the mosh concern, since yvou questione@ whether the Fund

: misghe be urder o legal OOlJF”TlOQ to gefezuard its empLoycvu

eggaingt ootential pUJLLL embarassment,

I belicve that the provisgions of the Public Informstion
Act compel disclesure of the r auested information, including the
nameg of all employeas, 5’3310“ 2(a) of the het delineates the
rule of liberal disclosure of "public records" esisblished unde
the statute; 1t provides:
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CU&LJuLdu oi & records
rules sndé v ARV th refer
inspection chh rs dg a5 sl
ably necegsary for the protecﬁion of euca
records and the prevention of unnecesssary ine
~terference with the resul ¢izehargs of the
duties of the custodlsn or hig c;ficc,” - -

- The term “public records” iz broadly defined ag

(emphasis added).y- - - -

- " : - ‘5

Hirh o tcrm 'anlﬁc‘“cbo*d * when not Lvasrwise L e
Dagii”: ~shall include eny paper, COrrespon- T
. dence, fora, “hook, pnauog?qphﬁ photostét, fillim, ;
MLCfoilE, gound recording, map drawing or
other document, regardless of physical form or
“ghara cLevistlcd} and including all coples - :
thereof, that heve been made bv the State and . )

"Public rec
public rec
of the Act
follious:

any cgﬁnuies$‘munlcipaliti 3 &nd political
subdiviglons thereof »nd by any agenciﬂs of
the 3 ““er; counties and municipsl
political subdivisions thereof, or

them in connection with the transzc _on o“‘
public business, except those privileged or
£ . .

confidential by 1l¢ R

ords"™ are classified Into two cetegoriss: "officiel

ords” and "eifice flles and memoranda®, under §2(b)
o 2 h) o - 2 -~ 32 e e 13 -

»  The term "effice files and memovanda' is defined as

" b)(ij) The Germ foffice files ond memorandat
shall Include all records, correspondenge, 6X-
hibits, bﬁohsg DOOLLCLQQ drawings, maps, blank
forms, or documents not above deifined and

claspified ag official public regordz; &ll dup~-
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licate coples of official public records filed
With any ﬁgCﬂcy of the State or szubdivigion -
thersof; 81l documents and vepeprts made For the
Internal administratlion of the office to which
they pertsin but not required by law %o be
filed oy kept with such agency; snd all other
gocuments or VCﬂmva", determined by the records
eommlitt files end memeranda,”

;08 to be coifics

b}

o - The records from which a 1ial of HAIFR's Cﬁﬂl@j@eu ma y
b oace’nP - for example, payroll records - uzﬂnnjgcwly fall
within this definition of "u3314c records’’. They ere within. the
category of ”office files and memoranda’, which includes ", . .
211 documents end reports msde for the internal administration of
zh& of fice %s whlch they pertsin but not regquired by law to bes
iled or kept with such agencys . . .%. MAIF must be re garded
as B arency of the 3+t for tha purposes of this statu ze..

t

L)

. Ixclusions From the broad ~¢quire@ent-of dicclosura of
public reecords zre set forth in §3 of the fct. A carsful review
of the poselible grounds oL,no“~cjov1o ure of public records enu-~
merated in that uteuuuo”v section foils to reveal any besis for
denylng access to the némes of MLUIF!E employees, Undor §3(c)(iil)
"Personnel files" ere exempted from disclosure; however, L do nok
believe thet the names of employees can be regarded ag 2 protected
part of thelr p’rsonneT files. ‘

The last & 1h nee ‘of §1{2) of the Pct states that the
term "public records" shall include Y. . . the salaries of all
State employees, both Ln the classified end nonclassified service,
<« «7. If the salaries of Stsate employess pust be disclosed,
then o fortiorl their names must be disclosed, as well,

Lz for the requested listling of the noames of lewyers,
Goctors and edjustors uged by HAXT, there cen be no gerious
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