GOVERNOR

BoyD K. RUTHERFORD

L AWRENCE J. HOGAN, SR. JOHN H. WESsT, Ill, E sq.
) Chair
L
4 @3}5! A CHRISTOPHER A. EDDINGS
e DEBORAH M OORE-CARTER

LT. GOVERNOR

RENE C. SWAFFORD

,Esa.

DARREN S.WIGFIELD

STATE OF M ARYLAND
PuBLIC INFORMATION ACT COMPLIANCE BOARD

June 15, 2016

Complainant: Colin Byrd

Custodian agency University of Maryland, College Park

Date of original Public Information Act requests May 21, 22, 23, 26, 2016

Date of custodian’s final response to requesteN/A: initial response June 6, 2016
Date of complaint to the Compliance BoardJune 9, 2016

Fee estimate in disputeN/A

Date of this opinion:June 14, 2016

Compliance Board’s finding: Complaint dismissed as premature
Refund/reduction ordered N/A

Reasons for Dismissal
As explained below, we dismiss this complaint asyature.

The facts are as follows: Complainant submittedlieubformation Act (“PIA”)
requests to University of Maryland, College PaldNfCP”) over four days in May 2016,
from May 21 through May 26. On June 6, 2016, UMidiely acknowledged the request
with a “10-day letter,” the letter that a custodiamust send to a requester when the
custodian expects that it will take over 10 daysptoduce the public recor&ee § 4-
203(b)(2)! Ten-day letters must “indicate” three items dbimation: the amount of time
that the custodian anticipates to produce the te@r “estimate of the range of fees that
may be charged to comply with the request,” and fdason for the delayld. The UMCP
custodian addressed these items in her 10-day tett@omplainant, and she undertook to
“inform [him] of the estimated fee prior to initiah of the task.” She estimated the range

1 The PIA is codified in the General Provisions @lgi(2014, with 2015 Supp.) of the Maryland
Annotated Code. Under § 4-203(b), a custodian vémals a 10-day letter must do so within “10
working days after receipt of the requestd’ This custodian sent this 10-day letter within 10
working days of Complainant’s earliest request.

Assistant Attorney General Lisa Kershner, Counsel
200 Saint Paul PlaceBaltimore, Maryland, 21202-2021
Telephone Numbers: (410) 576-708({888) 743-0023 D.C. Metro (301) 470-7534
Telephone for Deaf (410) 576-6372



UMCP (College Park)
June 15, 2016
Page 2

of fees as “between $3000 and 4000.” However, bea stated that “as information
becomes available, it will be released publiclyfidathat the University’s “voluntary
disclosures will void many of the requests curnemtiqueue.” Complainant submitted his
complaint to us three days later, on June 9, 20h& complaint describes the 10-day letter
as “provid[ing] notice of fees,” complains that thestodian did not provide him with two
free hours for each request, and states that UMCGEI& waive fees.

The Compliance Board is authorized to review coimpdathat allege: (1) that “a
custodian charged a fee under § 4-206 of [the Puiiormation Act] of more than $350”
and (2) that “the fee is unreasonable.” § 4-1AA%we explained in our April 19, 2016
opinion, our authority is limited to the questiohwhether the fee that a custodian has
charged is a “reasonable fee,” as defined by the Rlere, the custodian has not “charged
a fee,” and in fact has informed Complainant ttsatree information becomes available,
the public, including Complainant, will have accés# without any fee. In other words,
there is neither a fee nor an estimated fee fdo asldress.

In sum, we dismiss this complaint because it castaio allegations for us to
address. We encourage complainants to bring tlwicerns directly to the custodian
before submitting a complaint to us, as that routeoften be faster than our complaint
procedures.
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