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Owner and Employee of Assisted Living Facility Each Charged with
Neglect of Vulnerable Adult

BALTIMORE, MD - Maryland Attorney General Brian E. Frosh announced today that Dorothy
N. Nwaneri, 65, of Bowie and Fatmata Bella Bangs, 61, of Riverdale were charged in the Circuit
Court for Prince George’s County with one count each of neglect of a vulnerable adult in the first
degree. Nwaneri was the owner and assisted living manager at Able Hands Assisted Living
(Able Hands) located at 8701 Crandall Lane in Lanham. Bangs was employed as a home health
aide at Able Hands. It is alleged that sometime between the late evening on February 2, 2020
and the early morning hours of February 3, 2020, Able Hands resident Frank Riddick, Jr., 65, a
vulnerable adult with dementia, wandered away from Able Hands. Riddick was struck and killed
by an Amtrak train at 5:06 a.m. on February 3, 2020. Bangs was the only staff member on duty
at the time and is alleged to have been asleep during her shift.

The Medicaid Fraud Control Unit has jurisdiction over abuse and neglect cases involving
assisted living facilities in which two or more unrelated individuals reside and receive assistance
with activities of daily living.

A criminal indictment is merely an accusation of wrongdoing and all persons charged with a
crime are presumed innocent unless and until the State proves the individual guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt.

The case is being prosecuted by the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit of the Attorney General’s
Office.

https://www.marylandattorneygeneral.gov/press/2021/071621a.pdf
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