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AGENDA

 1. Welcome & Introductions

 2. Background

 3. Key Areas for Recommendations

(a) Notice

(b) Uniformity

(c) Intake/Referral

 4. Discussion

 5. Next Steps

 6. Adjournment



BACKGROUND 

➢ October 7, 2021:  Survey of Current Projects
Programs, Washington, New York, San Francisco, Connecticut

➢ October 11, 2021: Presentation by Real Estate Professionals 

➢ October 25, 2021: Eastern Shore Collaborative

➢ October 27, 2021: Funding Committee



HB18: Access to Counsel Bill

HB18

Access to Counsel Program-Administered by MLSC

SCOPE: “Covered Individuals”

-Occupant of residential property; and

-Member of household w/ income < 50% of median income

-Full implementation by 2025

-MLSC informal pamphlet – Tenant Rights

-MLSC Outreach-Community Groups

-Judiciary: Development and publish form, “Notice of Intent to File a  `
Complaint for Summary Ejectment” (FORM-DC-CV-115)



FORM-DC-CV-115



KEY AREAS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS - NOTICE

Maryland: “10 day notice” DC-CV-115

Washington & New York Programs – Early Notification

Possible Recommendations:

1 - State Wide Hotline and Hubs

2 - Rental Assistance Information / 24hrs-connection to legal service providers

3 - Appearance / Rescheduling-granting continuances for ATC

4 - Rule Change / Maryland Rules

* Advice of access by tenant / litigant to Counsel

* Prior proceeding

5 - Request for Counsel Qualifies as “Good Cause” for judicial continuance of court hearing                               

6 - Mandatory E-Filing of Complaint for Summary Ejectment and mandatory filing of pre-filing notice

7 - Establish Partnership with other State Departments of Human Resources & State Department of 

Housing    & Community Development (Eastern Shore)

8 - Transportation assistance for tenants to access court and legal service providers

9 - The Taskforce should establish guiding principles



KEY AREAS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS - UNIFORMITY 

Complaints for Summary Ejectment

Possible Recommendations:

1 - Advance distribution / access by District Court of dockets to non-profit legal             
service organizations and copy of pre-filing notice

2 - Development of standardized approved certification of non-profit legal service 
organizations and training for volunteer Counsel and increase staffing to meet the need

3 - Expand Accessibility to tenants via literature, possible kiosks in DSS offices, public 
libraries, clinics, hospitals and mobile units

4 - Transportation subsidies/vouchers for court access in rural communities

(WASHINGTON STATE)



KEY AREAS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS -
INTAKE/REFERRAL

Central Screening

Possible Recommendations:

Development of a central hotline with dedicated staff and some form of on-line 
portal capability 

* Less than a 2 day turn around for potential client (Washington State)

Components: 

HUB type function with the ability to address or a process to address conflicts of 
interest – regardless of whether an off the shelf or customized system

(Washington State / New York)

Project Planning:

Per HB 18, prioritize implementation in counties that have invested in local access to 
counsel and/or eviction prevention programs


